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Respectable Sins
Session Three
Ungodliness

Hook
PROGRESS REPORT 
Share a few ways in which you are becoming more aware of “respectable” sins and how to face them.  


What are some common triggers of sin?



What is the root of all sin? What sin is the root of all others?
  

Book
ROMANS 1:18
What two sins are mentioned in this verse?  


What is the difference between ungodliness and unrighteousness?





  

UNGODLINESS DEFINED
Jerry Bridges defines ungodliness in the following manner...
“Ungodliness may be defined as living one’s everyday life with little or no thought of God, or of God’s will, or of God’s glory, or of one’s dependence on God.
How is this definition of ungodliness different from what you thought it meant?  How does Romans 1:18 reveal this distinction?


Why is it important to distinguish between ungodliness and unrighteousness?  


We said that ungodliness is the root of all sin.  Having now looked at the definition and Romans 1:18, do you agree that ungodliness is the root of all sin?  Why or why not?


JAMES 4:13-15
For what expression of ungodliness did James, through the Holy Spirit, condemn those people?




COLOSSIANS 1:9-10
What does Paul’s summary prayer (Colossians 1:9-10) reveal about our responsibility to God? About our “typical,” human-centered prayers for ourselves, friends, and family members?


What is Paul’s primary concern in this prayer to the Colossians?  

COLOSSIANS 3:22-24
What admonition is Paul giving to the Colossian believers? 


In what practical ways can we approach our vocations to live and please God? 



In what ways are we no different than the ungodly, unbelieving world around us?


I CORINTHIANS 10:31
What does this verse reveal about the focus of ALL our activity? What should be at the forefront of our minds and hearts in EVERYTHING we do?  



What does it mean to do all to the glory of God?
Twofold goal
1. I desire that all that I do be ______________to God.
2. I desire that all my activities of an ordinary day will ______________God before ____________________________.
Jerry Bridges says, “Think of it this way:  If everyone you interact with in the course of an ordinary day knows that you trust in Christ as Savior and Lord, would your words and actions glorify God before them?  Or would you perhaps be like the father of whom one of his children said, ‘If God is like my father, I want nothing to do with God.’”

What are some telling indicators that our life leans toward ungodliness?
TURN TO PSALM 42:1-2
Would you say your desire for God is like this?
Jerry Bridges, “For the godly person, God is the center and focal point of his or her life.  Every circumstance and every activity of life, whether in the temporal or spiritual realms, is viewed through the lens of this God-centeredness.  However, such a God-centeredness can only be developed in the context of an ever-growing intimate relationship with God.  No one can genuinely desire to please God or glorify Him apart from such a relationship.”
Having studied all this, how would sins like pride, selfishness, gossip, etc be affected if we were more deliberately conscience and aware of God; if we were more godly?



If ungodly habits of thinking are so commonplace with us, how can we deal with this sin?
I TIMOTHY 4:7
What does this verse reveal as the solution to dealing with the sin of ungodliness?


What does it mean to TRAIN ourselves? 



How do we train ourselves?  What practical steps can we take?




Look
Why do you think its so easy for good people to be ungodly - to live most of the week as if God doesn't exist, as if they are not responsible to Him or dependent on Him?


If you feel comfortable doing so, share a time when you went through daily activities without even thinking of God.  What impact did it hae on your life or on those around you?
Took
Make a list of specific areas where you tend to live with little or no regard for God.
Reread 1 Corinthians 10:31 and Matthew 5:16.  To what extent are you mindful of doing "all" to the glory of God?  How has ungodliness crept (or marched) into your social relationships...ordinary activities...your prayers...daily planning?
Do your words and actions demonstrate that you consciously and prayerfully seek to glorify God - or tend to forget about Him?  What are your attitudes and actions communicating?
Make a NEW plan for your week.  This time, be ever mindful of God as you do.  Consider His will, His plan, His desire, His character, and evaluate every small and minute detail.  Leaving nothing out.  Seek to KNOW GOD'S WILL AND WALK WORTHY OF HIM.  

